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4.11 Environmental Management 

The NQGP operates under an Environmental Authority (EA) granted under the Environmental 

Protection Act 1994 and administered by the Department of Environment and Science. NQGPPL 

manage their environmental responsibilities in accordance with the Australian Pipeline & Gas 

Association (APGA) Code of Environmental Practice to ensure that the NQGP is operated in 

accordance with industry best practice. An Environmental and Cultural Management Plan (ECMP) [4] 

has been developed which provides detail on NQGP’s management practices in general. An aspects 

and impacts register is maintained for the NQGP which details all Environmental risks associated 

with the operation and maintenance of the gas pipeline.   

The NQGP impacts on several environmentally sensitive areas (ESA) which require additional 

management practices. 

4.11.1 Yakka Skink 

The Yakka Skink is an endangered species with known habitats in the vicinity of the MGPF and 

Southern end of the pipeline. An awareness of these habitats is required to ensure they are not 

disturbed during ROW activities. 

4.11.2 Black Throated Finch 

The Black Throated Finch (BTF) (Poephila cincta cincta) preferred habitat is present on both the 

lateral and mainline north of Woodstock Station. The BTF breeds in the same area each season 

(November to March). During this period a 100 meter no go zone is to be established around any 

identified breeding site. These sites are marked on the alignment sheets. These areas are to be 

avoided where possible. 

The BTF is locally nomadic and breeding and feeding patterns are dependent upon rainfall. The finch 

typically disperses to breeding areas approximately 2 months after the first heavy summer rains and 

frequents the same breeding areas each season. Breeding records suggest that breeding occurs 

from 3 - 4 months after the first heavy summer rains. Food supplies are affected by rainfall with 

seed supplies diminishing once the heavy summer rains commences.  

4.11.3 Black Ironbox 

During construction a commitment was made to DEWHA to regenerate the Black Ironbox (Eucalyptus 

Raveretiana) community at Table Mountain Creek (KP182) that was impacted during the HDD at a 

3:1 strike rate. 3 mature trees were removed during construction. Natural regeneration did not occur 

in the area. It was necessary to propagate seedlings from seed collected at the site. A number of 

saplings have been planted at the site and caged to provide protection from the grazing cattle. 21 

trees have been regenerated to a current height of 3m. This location is identified on the alignment 

sheets and an awareness of their importance is provided in the NQGP site specific inductions. 

4.11.4 Bluegrass 

The easement transects areas of Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.). These areas are identified on the 

NQGP alignment sheets and the easement width has been reduced in these areas to 20m. Awareness 

of these areas is required during ROW activities to ensure impact is minimised. An area has been 
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